Unit 2  Prayer, Saints and Feasts                                                                                                             Year 6


Unit 2 – Prayer, Saints and Feasts

Year 6
This unit can also be called ‘People who care for us and help us to know God’
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Rationale:  aims and purpose of the unit

This unit explores the concept of heaven and the Church’s belief in Mary and the feasts celebrated in her honour. It examines our understanding of what heaven is.

The children will take a more detailed look at the lives of the Holy Souls and the saints and their significance for us today. 

In the multi-faith element, the importance of the prophet to the Islamic faith is also covered.
Prior Learning in RE

Knowledge of feast days including feasts in honour of Mary.

Knowledge of heaven and that saints share in the life of heaven.

Some prayers to Mary.

Other Skills and Knowledge Required

Thinking skills, including priorities grid, SWOT analysis, similar/different diagrams, Venn diagrams, affinity diagrams.

Estate agents’ specifications.

Job descriptions.

Character profiles.

Vocabulary

Revelation

Assumption

Annunciation
St. Therese of Lisieux 
Immaculate Conception

Holy Souls

Eternal life

Heaven
Explanation of the Theology

Teachers might want to discuss what the following words, which are based on the Catechism, mean for them, prior to teaching the unit. The key theological message for the pupils is highlighted in red.
By ‘heaven’ we mean the state of supreme and definitive happiness. Those who die in the grace of God and have no need of further purification are gathered around Jesus and Mary, the angels and the saints. They thus form the Church of Heaven where they see God ‘face to face’. (1 Corinthians 13:12)  They live in a communion of love with the most Blessed Trinity and they intercede for us.
Mary and all the saints share in the life of Jesus in heaven.
	Learning Intentions
	Key Questions
	Scripture to be read and explored with the children
	Engage Activities.

(What’s the story?)
	Explore Activities

(What’s the meaning behind the story?)
	Express

(Show understanding of the story)
	Success Criteria

	To know the major liturgical feasts of the Church and that the celebration of significant events expresses thanksgiving for growth and change.
	What are we asked to pray for during the feasts of Mary (e.g Assumption and Immaculate Conception) and feasts when we remember the dead?
Which do you think are most important feasts and why?


	
	Discuss different liturgical calendars; how would they design one that showed the importance of different feasts? 
What shape will the calendar be? Will it be circular, rectangular, etc? What symbols will it have on it?
	
	Write a ‘user guide’ to go with your calendar. What instructions would you give that help people understand the most important feast of the Church’s year and what to do on those feast days.


	Be able to identify the key feasts and celebrations in the life of the Church and explain their significance.



	To know and explore the significance of the major feasts in honour of Mary.

To explore the Catholic belief of Mary and the saints sharing the life of heaven. 

To explore and understand the images of heaven that Jesus leads us to, through the Scripture passage of Revelation 7: 2-4, 9-14.

	What are the major feasts of Mary? (Assumption,  Immaculate Conception.) 
When are they?
What do they tell us about Mary and her relationship with God?

What qualities did Mary have that are relevant to us today?

What stories from the New Testament tell us of Mary’s role in the life of Jesus?

Why are they
	Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

	Find out about one of the feasts of Mary, for example, the Assumption.

Start by discussing what the word Assumption means. Mary was assumed into heaven?  

What do they think is the difference between Ascension and  Assumption?
Create a profile of the feast, stating when and how the feast is celebrated and which prayers are said on that feast and what the significance of the feast is. 
Create a book cover, front and back, for a book about the feast. Include a blurb and a title that tells us something of the significance of the feast. The illustrations should reflect the symbolism that may accompany the feast.
 
	Create a priorities grid for the titles of Mary. This will involve listing all the different titles and allowing the pupils to rank the titles in the order of importance as they see it. There is no right or wrong answer. Pupils need to provide reasons for their responses. Which are the most important and why?  (See Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials section.)

Create your own vision of heaven. Paint it or draw it in whatever medium you are

	Create a glossary or reference index detailing all the different titles of Mary, explaining their significance and importance, reminding children that Mary shows us a way to understand Jesus in the same way any mother would help us understand their child.

Create an advert for one of the titles of Mary e.g. Queen of Heaven. Detail what the role might be and why it might be important.

	Know the special role that Mary had in the life of her Son.

Explain some other titles given to Mary.

Understand and explain terms like Assumption and Immaculate Conception.

(These titles show that Mary was perfect in her faith response.)

Explain the imagery of heaven identified


	To know and interpret the meaning of traditional prayers of the Church (including prayers in honour of Mary, the Angelus, Hail Holy Queen). 

Examine where in the Mass we honour Mary and why.


	important?
What vision of heaven is offered in the two Scripture readings?

How does this compare with our own vision of heaven? How do Mary and the saints share in that vision? (through common faith.)

What prayers to Mary do we know? What do the words mean? (Look at Hail Holy Queen, Memorare and the Angelus.)

	
	Explore some of the titles given to Mary. What do they tell us about her faith? What can we learn from her? Download different images of Mary or collect them from Christmas cards, etc. and ask the pupils to match the image of Mary to one of the titles given to Mary, providing reasons for the choice. Titles of Mary include: Queen of Heaven, Star of the Sea, Holy Queen, Mother of God.

Create a large class collage incorporating all the different images depicted in the Revelation text. The revelation text provides images of heaven of which Mary and the saints share a part.
	exploring in art lessons.
Write to an art gallery director explaining the symbolism of your painting of heaven, detailing the most important features. 

Write a title plate for the painting. A title plate hangs beneath a painting and provides information on the symbolism contained within the painting.


	Create an estate agents’ specification of heaven based on the Revelation text. What are the key selling points of heaven as it has been represented?
	in the New Testament Scripture passages. Understand that this relates to the Christian belief in eternal life.

Know the Catholic belief of Mary and the saints sharing in the life of heaven.

Know and understand at least three prayers relating to Mary.


	To develop understanding of the role of the saints. 

To explore the influence of the lives of saints on the life of the Church.

To understand and explore why many Catholics make a special effort to pray for those who have
	What is a patron saint?

Why do we have patron saints?
What is St. Therese the patron saint of?
What is the impact of the lives of saints on the Church?

What is the difference between a hero and a saint? (faith etc) 


	
	Write to the Bishop, asking him why St. Therese has been chosen to visit our diocese. The letter may also enquire about what message the saint has for us today. Speculate on what the Bishop’s response might be. 

What heroes do we have today, how are they different from the saints? Compare and contrast the differences between a modern day hero and a saint. Use a similar/different diagram or a Venn diagram to facilitate this. (See Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials.)

	Create a SWOT analysis for St. Therese What are her strengths, what are her weaknesses? What were the benefits of her work?  What were the barriers?. An example of a SWOT analysis can be found in the Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials section.
Create a class book with a profile of saints

	Create or devise a prayer service in honour of Mary and another for those who have died.
What symbols will you use? Which prayers, hymns, etc? How will you explain symbolism?

Create a job description for a saint. What are the key tasks? Where might they do their

	Explain why many Catholics make a special effort to pray for those who have died during the month of November.

Identify some of the influences on the lives of saints, including Gospel passages and aspects of the life of Jesus.




	died during the month of November.


	Why is the month of November important?

What do we pray for in November?

Which prayers do we use in November?

	
	Who are the most inspirational people today and why? (This might fit in with work on somebody like Nelson Mandela. Recent Nobel Peace Prize winners can also be a source of inspiration as well as people who work within the Church in difficult circumstances etc.)

	whose feasts are celebrated during October and November. The profiles could include their important message, what they are patron of, particular prayers, key teachings and examples for us. (for example, Andrew – Scotland) (Saints include St. Therese, Andrew, Jude, Francis of Assisi,  St Luke, Ignatius of Antioch, Cecelia – music etc.)
	work?

Create a play script or create a dialogue that might take place, if two saints got together; for example, St Andrew talking to St Francis. They could explain to the other how they have chosen to follow Jesus and why they have chosen to follow him in that way. 
The conversation could include a focus on the particular aspects or events in the life of Jesus that have the most meaning for them.

	Identify the influences of saints on the life of the Church.

Identify the importance of the month of November.


	Examine the role of prophets in Islamic religion.


	What is a prophet? What is the Muslim understanding of prophet? Why and how is Muhammad the most important prophet?


	
	Who inspires those of the Islamic faith? Who provides the examples of faith for those of Islamic faith? This may require research. (The role of imams could be explored etc.)
	Create an affinity diagram for a prophet. Use the headings: What do they do? What words are important? (See Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials.)

	Devise a profile of a prophet as understood by Muslims. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam 
	Understand that Muhammad is a prophet, but the last of the prophets in the Islamic religion.




   Background Information – The Assumption of Mary

	In Roman Catholic doctrine, the Assumption means that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was taken (assumed) bodily into heavenly glory when she died. In the Orthodox church, the koimesis, or dormition (‘falling asleep’), of the Virgin began to be commemorated on August 15 in the 6th century. The Assumption was declared a dogma of the Roman Catholic faith by Pope Pius XII in 1950. 

Pius XII on November 1, 1950, stated: “The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.”

As the story of the Assumption became popular in both East and West it took two forms. One version describes Jesus appearing to Mary to foretell her death and bodily elevation into heaven, while other versions picture Mary calling for the apostles, who are transported to her miraculously from their places of service. 

The 1950 action regarding the assumption of Mary is built upon the declaration of ‘The Immaculate Conception’ (Dec. 8, 1854), which declared Mary free from original sin. Both issue from the concept of Mary as the ‘Mother of God.’ Her special state, Pius XII felt, demanded special treatment. If Mary is indeed ‘full of grace’ (cf. Luke 1:28 & 42-45) the assumption is a logical concomitant. Like Jesus, she is sinless, preserved from corruption, resurrected, received into heaven and a recipient of corporeal glory. Thus Mary is crowned Queen of Heaven and assumes the roles of intercessor and mediator. 

The argument in the Pope Pius’s declaration emphasizes Mary's unity with her divine Son, for she is “always sharing His lot.” Since she shared in the past in his incarnation, death and resurrection, now, as his mother, she is the mother of his Church, his body. 

Three times Mary is referred to as the ‘New Eve,’ working again the parallel of Christ as the new Adam and presenting the glorified Christ as one with the new Eve. 




Notes

