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 Pentecost – come Holy Spirit! 
 

 Today we celebrate the great feast of the Holy   
Spirit, fifty days after Easter Sunday. It is also the 
“birthday” of the Church. In the Nicene Creed, we    
profess our faith in the Church as “one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic”. These “marks” of the Church are all on 
display at her “birth” in the upper room in Jerusalem, 
in which the apostles had gathered with Mary and the 

other disciples, traditionally 120 in number. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the first     
members of the Church began to speak in foreign languages which made them         
intelligible to natives of a wide range of places scattered throughout what is now 
Asia, Africa, and Europe. (The reader of the first reading this Sunday must contend 
with possibly the most difficult reading of the Church year as he or she reads words 
like Mesopotamia, Cappadocia, Phrygia and Pamphylia!) 
 

 The universality of the Church was on display on the day of Pentecost. It is also 
on display each Sunday in our parish community when people from dozens of     
different countries and cultures come together in one faith to worship God. Our unity 
in diversity is a gift from God, but one which we cannot take for granted. This       
weekend, young people from our parish were confirmed by Bishop Philip and in just 
two weeks’ time children will make their first Holy Communion. Catechesis, however, 
is not enough on its own to ensure the continued practice of the faith. We all need, 
again and again, to experience conversion, and we need to nourish and sustain our 
faith with prayer, regular reception of the sacraments and the fellowship of other    
disciples. This is what the “six holy habits” proposed by our bishop are all about.  
 

 So, let our prayer on this great feast be, “Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of us, 
your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your love!”    Fr James McAuley 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 If you would like to 
make an online                
donation to the parish, 
please scan this QR Code.  

Sunday 28 May:  Parish Mass Books, readings begin on page 288. 

This parish livestreams Masses and other events.  
Please see notices in the cathedral for further details.  

CONGRATULATIONS  
 To our parishioners who       
received the Sacrament of        

Confirmation yesterday, Saturday, at the 
hands of Bishop Philip, some of whom   
also made their First Holy Communion. 



TODAY AND THIS WEEK 
 

LATIN MASS: using the 1962 Missal will 
now take place at 8am on Sundays at St 
Agatha’s church. At the cathedral there will 
continue to be Mass in Latin at 8am on 
Sundays using the current Missal (that of 
Saint Paul VI).  

DIOCESAN CONFIRMATIONS: today 
Sun at 15:00 and Sat (3 June) at 
11:00. Thus no 12:15 Mass on     
Saturday 3 June.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIR-
MATION GIFTS: Visit our shop for rosaries, 
children’s bibles, prayerbooks, etc. Hours: 
Sun 09:00–1300; Wed-Fri, 10:00-13:00. 

 

DOUGIE WATERMAN RIP: Funeral 
Mass on Tue 30 May at 12:15.  

FEAST OF OUR LADY’S VISITATION: 
There will be a Mass on Wed          
31 May at 18:00 followed by the       
rosary and consecration of our    
parish to Our Lady. All welcome.  

COLLECTIONS:  
• Thank you for last Sunday’s 

offertory of £1,887.72 (cash 
£1,063.72 and planned giving of 
£824).  

• Please consider using the               
contactless machine near the west 
door of the Cathedral to donate or              
do please consider switching                                   
to a monthly standing order.         
The parish benefits from continuity 
of income.  

• Our bank details are: Sort Code:         
 30-93-04  Account No: 0088 3884  
        CDP  St John’s Cathedral  

 NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND 
 

CHARLES BURNS RIP:  Memorial       
service on Mon 5 June at 10:30. 
May he rest in peace.  

BIBLE STUDY: If you would like to join a  
new bible study group on the Gospel of 
Mark, please contact the parish office.  

INVITATION FROM THE BISHOP 

 In his recent pastoral letter, Bishop Philip noted that structural 
change will fail without deep, personal change in ourselves and our 
communities. How might we as a parish community and as individuals 
change in order to respond more fully to the call to evangelise the 

world in which we live? The bishop asks each member of the diocese to adopt six 
holy  habits: 
1. To keep Sunday special, as a family day, by attending Mass, the ‘source and       
summit’ of the Christian life, supporting your parish community. 
2. To spend at least five minutes a day in prayer, at whatever time you find best,      
using the Scriptures, maybe the Gospel of the day. 
3. To keep Friday as a day of penance in honour of the Lord’s Passion, intentionally 
serving the poor and needy. 
4. At least once a fortnight, to pay a private visit to church for a short period of     
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 
5. To go to Confession once a month or so, like a spiritual check-up when you can 
personally experience God’s love and mercy. 
6. To join a small group for formation, prayer and fellowship, where you can share 
with others your own faith-experience and in turn hear what God is doing in the lives 
of others. 



• Carwash on  Sun 11 June, during the 
10.00 & 12.00 Mass. 

• International Brunch Fair on Sun        
4 June after 10:00 & 12:00 Mass. 

• Community Talent Show & BBQ with 
Raffle draw on Sunday 16th July after 
12:00 Mass. All are welcome.  

HOST FAMILIES: are required in the 
Southsea and Portsmouth area to            
accommodate (bed, breakfast, and     
evening meal with full board at           
weekends) Italian students (14-18 years) 
for 2/3 weeks in July 2023 while attending 
an intensive, fully structured examination 
programme in the Cathedral Discovery 
Centre. Good rates offered. More  info 
Rosina Kettle-Williams on 0771 5998 683 
or rosinakw@gmail.com.  

 

ROOF REPAIRS: The final cost  
was £14,040. Donations of 
£11,529 have been received to 

date.   
HEATING SYSTEM: Donations of 
£6,330 have been received 
to date.   

WEST WINDOW: Donations of 
£6,946 have been received to date.  
Thank you for all your donations. 

FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI     
(11 JUNE): There will be a      
Eucharistic procession at the 

end of 10am Mass to the car park where 
there will be Benediction with the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 

  OTHER NEWS  
 

ACCOMMODATION AND           
FINANCE ADVICE NEEDED: The 
Pompey Reset team has settled 

a refugee family in the city.  We are now 
planning to enable them to move to     
independence, which will include      
finding accommodation and managing 
their finances. If you have knowledge of 
the rental/housing market in Portsmouth 
and could spare some time to advise the 
group or  if you are a budgeting whizz or 
an employment guru please get in touch. 
Contact Roisin roisin.gwyer@yahoo.com. 

FUNDRAISING: Please support the        
following events to send our 10 young 
people to Lourdes in July as young     
helpers and two young people to the 
World Youth Day in August. We hope to 
raise £8,000. To discuss please contact 
Anjulie on anjulie@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

NEWLY CONFIRMED  
 It was wonderful to see the young people of our parish confirmed      
yesterday by the Bishop. Well done to them and many thanks to their       
catechists: Fr Nishan, Paul, Matt, Josh, Jerrin, Ivnaa, Anne, Anthony, Diego, 

Helen, Carline, Sneha and James.  
Newly Confirmed from our parish: Marie Lanarose Ayag, Oliver Nowak, Sylvia 
Pazdro, Szymon Pazdro, Reece Tyler O’Reilly, Tayler Louise O’Reilly, Borrowieki Smith 
Kain, Lena Stach, Jose Lorca, Eva Nambela Nanyangwe, Mutimba Sinyangwe,          
Angelika Ostrouska, Paul David Grimaud, Jula Soja, Christa Nibigira, Jairo Luiz Araujo 
de Santana, Christopher Lillie, Fernando Lillie, Jose Manuel Arias Morales, Jake        
Adams, Tomasz Szatkowski, Aleksandra Cylkowska, Amelia Hepner, Wiktoria Dziuba, 
Angelique del Rosario, Adam Jamil, Anaiah Aamir, Antonella Puerta Cazaux, 
Chukwudimma Azikiwe, Chukwudiogo Azikiwe, Daniella Souza Pacheco, Daniel       
Docherty, Jean Noel Nguyen, Maja Zaborowska, Olivia Zaborowska.  

mailto:roisin.gwyer@yahoo.com
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Fr James McAuley,  Cathedral Dean & Parish Priest  

 Fr Nishan Edward, Assistant Priest 
Deacon Larry Murawski; Seminarian Diego Hoyos  

Lily Peach, Parish Secretary Tel: 023 9200 8810 
Roisin Gwyer, Parish Safeguarding Minister  

safeguarding.porca@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 0759 0670 339 

Email: cathedral@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org.uk 

SANCTUARY LAMPS Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel:  
Dougie Waterman RIP  
Our Lady’s Chapel  
Marie and Sylvia Int  
St Patrick’s Chapel:  
Charles Burns RIP 
Shirley White Int  

CATHEDRAL MASS TIMETABLE 
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org.uk/livemass     
Sun: 28 MAY 2023 PENTECOST SUNDAY, solemnity  

 18:00 (Sat) Gina Poulter RIP  
 08:00   Mary and Richard Burnell RIP (Latin Mass)  

 10:00   Sofia Straczak RIP  
 12:00   John Obiora RIP  
 15:00   Diocesan Confirmation Mass  
 18:00   People of the Parish  
Mon: 29 May The BVM Mother of the Church 
        07:00   Nora Leggett RIP FM 
  12:15   Paz Aitken Int  
Tue: 30 May  Feria [8th Week in Ordinary Time] 

  12:15   Funeral Mass Dougie Waterman RIP  
Wed:  31 May  THE VISITATION OF THE BVM 
  12:15   Sylvia and Stewart Stirton Int  
  18:00   John and Ellen Coghlan RIP  
Thu: 1 June OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST , THE   
ETERNAL HIGH PRIEST, feast  
  07:00  Mary Barnes RIP  
         12:15  Aloysius and Jane D’Cruz RIP  
Fri:  2 June Ss Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs, op mem  

  12:15   Francis Coleman RIP  
Sat:  3 June St Charles Lwanga & Companions 

 11:00   Confirmations (no 12:15 Mass)  

Pope Francis asks us to  pray for Church 
movements and groups; that they may    
rediscover their mission of evangelisation 
each day, placing their own charisms at 
the service of needs in the world. 

• For a greater devotion to Our Blessed      
Mother and the Rosary, in this month       
dedicated to her.  

PENTECOST NOVENA 
PRAYER 

 Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who, before  ascending 

into heaven promised to send the 
Holy Spirit to finish your work in 
the souls of your Apostles and    
Disciples deign to grant the same 
Holy Spirit to me that He may    
perfect in my soul the work of your 
grace and your love. 
 Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom 
that I may despise the perishable 
things of this world and aspire only 
to the things that are eternal, the 
Spirit of Understanding, to          
enlighten my mind with the light of 
your divine truth, the Spirit of 
Counsel that I may choose the     
surest way of pleasing God and 
gaining heaven, the Spirit of        
Fortitude that I may bear my cross 
with you and that I may overcome 
with courage all the obstacles that 
encounter in life, the Spirit of 
Knowledge that I may know God 
and know myself and grow perfect, 
the Spirit of Piety that I may find 
the service of God sweet and      
amiable, the Spirit of Fear of the 
Lord that I may be filled with a    
loving reverence towards God, and 
may dread in any way to displease 
Him. Mark me, dear Lord, with the 
sign of your true disciples and     
animate me in all things with your 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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