Unit 2 Prayer, Saints and Feasts                                                                                                                   Year 5


Unit 2 – Prayer, Saints and Feasts

Year 5
This unit can also be called ‘People who care for us and help us to know God’

Rationale:  aims and purpose of the unit
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This unit will help children understand that the work of Jesus is continued through us. This is expressed in the prayer of St Teresa of Avila. We are called to continue his healing through our own sacrifice. The concept of pilgrimage as a journey of prayer will also be covered. In the multi-faith element of the unit the importance of the pilgrimage to Muslims will be covered.

The second of the two Sacraments of Healing will be studied, whilst focusing on the part prayer plays in healing. (The first Sacrament is Reconciliation.) The children will also hear about the work of the Church in ministering to the sick today.
The multi-faith element examines the significance of Mecca as a place 
of pilgrimage for Muslims.
Prior Learning in RE

It would be helpful for the children to have some knowledge of the miracles of Jesus.

Prayers of the sick.

Know that the Anointing of the Sick is one of the seven sacraments.
Other Skills and Knowledge Required

ICT skills – Microsoft Publisher.

Writing play scripts.

Devising adverts.

Internet research.

Thinking skills, including similar/different diagrams, affinity diagrams, concept maps, bubble diagrams, Gantt diagrams.
Vocabulary 
St Teresa of Avila
St. Therese of Lisieux
Pilgrimage 

Sacrament of Anointing

Oil

Sacrifice

Minister of Communion
Explanation of the Theology

Teachers might want to discuss what the following words, which are based on the Catechism, mean for them, prior to teaching the unit. The key theological message for the pupils is highlighted in red.
The saints are our models of prayer. We also ask them to intercede before the Holy Trinity for us and for the whole world. Their intercession is their most exalted service to God’s plan. In the communion of saints, throughout the history of the Church, different types of spirituality have developed that teach us how to live and practice the way of prayer. 
The compassion of Jesus towards the sick and his many healings of the infirm were a clear sign that with him had come the Kingdom of God and therefore victory over sin, over suffering and over death.
	Learning Intentions
	Key Questions
	Scripture to be read and explored with the children
	Engage Activities.

(What’s the story?)
	Explore Activities

(What’s the meaning behind the story?)
	Express

(Show understanding of the story)
	Success Criteria

	To explore and recognise that Jesus continues his work through the people of his Church. 


	How do we carry on the work of Jesus today?


	
	Explore the prayer of St Teresa of Avila - what does St Teresa say we should do? Highlight the words of action that are in the prayer.
Examine the Prayer of St Teresa of Avila – Christ has no hands but our hands. How are we his hands etc? Versions of this prayer can be found at the end of this unit and in the additional information section ‘Catholic Prayers to Accompany the Units’.
 
	What does St Teresa mean by ‘the Church’? (More than just a building, made up of people following God’s work –  including us, the example of the saints, Mary and the disciples.)
Create an estate agent’s specification of the Church that St Teresa of Avila refers to.
	Design a brochure for the Church detailing all the ways in which we can be Jesus’ hands.


	Know that we are called to carry on the work of Jesus.



	To understand the different ways we journey in prayer with Jesus.
To examine the concept of pilgrimage.
To identify where Catholics go on pilgrimage. (Lourdes, Fatima, Knock, to see the relics of St. Therese at the Cathedral etc.)
To examine why people undertake pilgrimages. (love and service of God involve sacrifice; pilgrimages involve sacrifice)

	Why do people go on pilgrimage? (to respond to God’s call)
What is a pilgrimage?
What happens on a pilgrimage?
What do people do on a pilgrimage? (spend time in prayer)
What will people be doing at the Cathedral when they visit the relics of St. Therese?

	
	Ask a priest or member of the parish to come in and talk about a pilgrimage they have undertaken. 
Ask the children to prepare questions about what that person did, why they went and what effect the pilgrimage had on them.
Ask the children to prepare questions about what children in their school or parish did when they went on the pilgrimage to visit St. Therese’ relics. 


	Use maps to identify where people go on pilgrimage.

Use the internet search engine such as Google and use the map facility to obtain directions to these places of pilgrimage.

Use the internet to map the places St. Therese’ relics will be visiting while she is in England.
	Create a travel brochure on some of the places of pilgrimage, saying why they are important, their location, their origins and reasons why people might benefit from such a visit.  Include pictures and published information. (This could be done as an ICT leaflet.)
	Know what a pilgrimage is.

Be able to identify key pilgrimage sites for Catholics and why people go there.




	To examine the part that prayer played in the miracles of 

healing. (look at the healing of the blind man)

Examine how Jesus called people to change through prayer and healing.
	When Jesus healed people, what did he say had healed them? (faith)
In what way do you think faith heals? 
What would have been the response of those who witnessed the healing?
	Lk 18:35-43
Healing of the blind man 
James 5:13-16
	Explore one of the miracles through art as shown below. What part of the story is shown? Use post-it notes and speech bubbles to explore questions and events.
Use hot-seating to question the healed person.

http://www.journeywithjesus.net/Essays/20050228JJ.shtml
Jesus Through Art by Margaret Cooling - The Healing of the Blind Man

	Use similar/different diagrams to compare the miracles of healing such as healing of the demoniac Mt 8:28-34 and the healing of the blind man Lk 18:35-43. 
Alternatively, use an affinity diagram to identify what happened in the miracle stories. Suggested headings for each of the boxes in the affinity diagram could be: 
· Who is involved? 
· What was said? 
· What was the problem? 
· And how did Jesus resolve it? 

A concept map could also be used to break down all the different aspects of the miracle story. 
Examples of the above can be found in the Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials section.

	Write one of the miracle stories as a play script, including words and actions of Jesus and the impact it had on bystanders. Include stage directions for the performance.


	Identify the key elements of the healing miracle, 

including the faith of the person being healed.
Be able to identify what happened and what Jesus did during the healing miracles.

Understand the symbolism of the laying on of hands and the anointing with oil.


	To investigate what happens during the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
To understand the role of the Minister of Communion in taking Communion to the sick.

	What symbols and signs are used during the Sacrament?  (laying on of hands and oil)
In what way are people healed? (in faith)


	James 5:13-16
	Read James 5 
Create a bubble diagram or mind map identifying all the different elements of the Sacrament as identified in the Scripture passage. (See Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials section.)
	Ask a Minister of Communion to come in and explain what they do for the sick. (they take Communion to them)

Devise a job description for a Minister of Communion, detailing what they do for the sick.
	Devise an advert for the parish newsletter inviting people to become a Minister of Communion, detailing the tasks and purpose of the role.
	Be able to describe what happens in the Sacrament of Anointing.



	Investigate the significance of Mecca as a place of pilgrimage for Muslims.


	Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage to Mecca?
What happens at Mecca? (part of the Hajj)  
Where is Mecca?
	
	Design a leaflet for Muslims inviting them to undertake the pilgrimage.
	Devise a Gantt diagram for a pilgrimage to Mecca, or a step-by-step guide to the pilgrimage. (See Thinking Skills Pack in the supplementary materials section.)

	Imagine you are a Muslim in this country. Using the internet to research, plan an itinerary for your pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Write a diary account of your journey.

	Be able to explain the importance of Mecca to Muslims.


   Adapted from the prayer of St Teresa of Avila

	Lord Christ,
You have no body on earth but ours,
No hands but ours, no feet but ours.
Ours are the eyes through which your compassion must look out on the world.
Ours are the feet by which you may still go about doing good.
Ours are the hands with which you bless people now.
Bless our minds and bodies,
That we may be a blessing to others.

AMEN



   Background Information on the Healing Sacraments  

	The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is the anointing which is given by a priest to those who are seriously ill.

What are the effects of this Sacrament?

The effects of this Sacrament are to comfort and strengthen those who are seriously ill, to forgive their sins and to restore their health, if this is God’s will, or to prepare them for eternal life.

What authority is there for this Sacrament?

The authority for this Sacrament is found in Scripture:

Jesus himself healed the sick by prayer and laying on of hands.

‘Is anyone sick among you? Let him bring in the elders of the Church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick man; and the Lord will raise him up and if he has committed sins he will be forgiven’ (James 5). 



Notes

