Unit 2 Prayer, Saints and Feasts                                                                                                        Year Reception


Unit 2 – Prayer, Saints and Feasts

Year Reception
This unit can also be called ‘People who care for us and help us to know God’

[image: image2.jpg]


Rationale:  aims and purpose of the unit

This unit is designed to explore family relationships within the context of showing love for one another. Children will hear how Jesus cared for us and how he gave us signs to demonstrate that care and love.

We also look at the role of the family in helping us pray through the example of Jesus and his family.

The multi-faith element identifies Islam as a religion.

Prior Learning in RE

Saying prayers.

Knowing the names of Jesus’ family.

Other Skills and Knowledge Required

Prayer sacks.

Painting.

Role-play.

Vocabulary 

Hail Mary

Our Father

Wedding Feast of Cana 

Islam

Muslims

Nazareth

Explanation of the Theology
Teachers might want to discuss what the following words mean for them, prior to teaching the unit. The key theological message for the pupils is highlighted in red.

The Christian family is the first place of education in prayer. It is the first witness to the life of prayer in the Church. 

Jesus loved his family and he loved God the Father. He showed this love by caring for us.

	Learning Intentions
	Key Questions
	Scripture to be read and explored with the children
	Engage Activities

(What’s the story?)
	Explore Activities

(What’s the meaning behind the story?)
	Express

(Show understanding of the story)
	Success Criteria

	To recognise love shown to them and explore opportunities to show love to others.

To recognise the place and value of celebrations in the family.


	Who helps us? (parents etc)

Why do they help us? (because they love us etc)

How do we show love to them?

What happens at a wedding? What makes it a special occasion? (because two people express their love for each other and want to care for the children they have etc.)

	
	Gather photographs and draw pictures of all the people that care for us, showing how they care. Link to early learning goals work. 
Gather pictures of weddings; illustrate what happens and why people dress up. (because it is a special way of showing love)


	Children to suggest words to go with the pictures; turn them into captions.

Create a class collage, which features all the different people who help us at different times of the day or week, e.g. my mum helps me to get ready for school; the teacher helps me to learn; the priest helps me to pray etc.

	Make a banner with different words that say how much we love others.

Make a display of all the people who care for us and get to know Jesus; include priests, deacons etc, saying what they do.


	Know that people do different things for us because they care for us.

Know that a wedding is a way of two people showing their love for each other.

Know that there are many different ways of showing love for other people.


	To know and recognise the main people, places and events in the life of Jesus by listening to stories such as the wedding feast of Cana (Jn. 2: 1-11), the finding of Jesus in the temple (Lk 2:41-52) God’s care for creation (Lk 12:6-7)
	Why had Jesus gone to the temple? (to show he loved God) 
How do you think Mary, Joseph and Jesus felt at different points of the story?
Why? (If you choose a different story, ask similar questions e.g. at the wedding feast of Cana, what did Mary do etc?)


	Jn 2:1-11 
The wedding feast of Cana 
Lk 2:41-52 The finding of Jesus in the temple 
	Read the story of Cana (John 2:1-11). Compare with a wedding today. Paint or draw what happened at Cana.
Alternatively read the story of Jesus in the temple and explore, paint and discuss what the temple was like. 

What did Jesus do at his Father’s house? (gather with other believers, share Scripture, pray, care for others etc.)


	Role-play the wedding feast or any of the other passages referred to.

Create a family portrait or painting of Jesus with his family and friends, detailing all the things they did together.


	Create a telephone conversation for when Jesus got lost or Mary talking to her friends, saying what she was feeling, drawing out how much she cared for Jesus.
Make a simple timetable of how a baby is cared for. 

Compare this with what Mary and Joseph did for Jesus.
	Know that Jesus showed he cared for us with special signs.

Know that Jesus spoke to God the Father.




	To hear how Jesus invited men and women including St. Therese to be his friends and follow him. (He told them that there was room at his Father’s house. (See John 14:2-4)


	Who was Jesus? (Son of God.)

Whom did Jesus love? (God the Father.) 
What was his Father’s house like?
How did Jesus prepare a place for his friends?
What were Jesus’ special friends called? (disciples.)
How did he teach his friends to pray to God the Father?  (teach the words of Our Father)


	See Jn 14:2-4

	Read the story of Jesus (John 14) preparing a special place for his friends. Discuss all the things we do for our friends and all the ways we show that we love them and care for them.

Discuss with the children how Jesus taught his friends to pray.
	Draw Jesus’ Father’s house and act out Jesus preparing a place. Identify and list all the things Jesus had to do to prepare his Father’s house for his friends.

Learn the Hail Mary and Our Father; pick out words that show how God is special or how Mary is special. This could be done by highlighting words in the prayer together. These highlighted words could then be turned into flash cards for display.


	Make an art gallery with some of Jesus friends (disciples) including St. Therese; introduce some of their names with captions underneath.

Produce some artefacts or pictures to go in a ‘prayer sack’ (like a story sack, )

which helps us remember the words of the prayers. 


	To hear how Jesus invited men and women to be his friends and follow him. (He told them that there was room at his Father’s house. See John 14:2-4)



	To know that Mary is the mother of Jesus and helps us to know how Jesus cares for us.

To know that Jesus lived like us from baby to adulthood.
	What did Mary do for Jesus to help him grow up? (Love him, see stories.)

How does Mary help us get to know Jesus – see Wedding Feast of Cana.
	
	Create a ‘Nazareth Street’ or corner where there are pictures of clothes that Jesus would have worn, or pictures of houses from the Middle East. Use it for role-play. Introduce the term ‘synagogue’ and explain this is where Jesus prayed. Compare it to where we go to pray.
	Identify what Jesus did every day that was the same as them. Gather together different objects and artefacts that illustrate some of the differences between Jesus’ life and our life today. (Scrolls instead of writing paper, no computers or television.) The main purpose is to illustrate that Jesus was a child as they are.


	Create invitations for friends to join us on Nazareth Street. This could be done as a class or group activity, listing all the things they will do together
	Know that Jesus’ family helped him grow closer to God and cared for him.

Know that we follow Jesus’ example and that we learn about him in the Bible.


	To know that there are people called Muslims who believe in Islam just as Christians believe in Christianity.


	
	
	Gather pictures of a mosque and show this as where Muslim children pray. Discuss the pictures. What do they notice?
There are many pictures of Mosques on the web, even virtual tours. An example of a mosque is included below.
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	Explore what Muslims need to help them pray (e.g. prayer mat). The pupils could try and create their own prayer mat out of card or material, concentrating on the pattern.
	
	Know that there are people known as Muslims and they pray and get to know God.


