A Liturgy for the Visit of the 

Relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux 

to the Diocese of Portsmouth
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St Thérèse of Lisieux
 Key Stage 2 Liturgy

Children and staff enter the hall or area for worship quietly. In the background suitable music is playing.

Suggestions for the focal point:

Coloured Drape
Crucifix
God’s Story 3 open at page 105
An assortment of flowers
A map of France with Lisieux pin pointed, coloured in or made by the children (Lisieux is in the Calvados area of Normandy)
 Candle
Picture of St Thérèse
The words: “Jesus, the light and life of the world”

LEADER: Please make the sign of the cross.
We have come together because something very special is happening in our diocese in October. The relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux are coming to Portsmouth.  This is a very special event for all the Catholics of the Portsmouth Diocese.  It is an opportunity for us all to be very close to St Thérèse. (If there is a visit to the Cathedral organised by the school, say something about it here.)
Introducing St Thérèse 
You may like to read the following, or show the Presentation of the life of St Thérèse(Power Point) 
St Thérèse loved God so very much that she gave up her entire short life to be close to Him. She became a nun and was known as St Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face. She devoted her days to showing God how much she cared about Him.
St Thérèse didn’t find a lot of things easy. She had to work hard at almost everything to ensure that she did get it right.

St Thérèse always worried about how she could achieve holiness in the life that she led. She didn’t want just to be good, she wanted to be a Saint.  

St Thérèse is known for her “Little Way”.  In her search for God she realised that she didn’t have to do great acts or deeds. The heart of her message was that God wants so much for each and every one of us to open up our hearts and our lives to Him.

In this way, with God in our hearts we are able to show all our friends, our family, school and parish community aspects of Him. 

St Thérèse spent her life loving God by trying to find the smallest things she could in order to show His presence in the world and in her life. Just smiling at someone who she didn’t really like was a way of showing that person that there was care, concern and friendship – 3 great qualities possessed by Jesus. She made people feel really good about themselves.  

Her childlike spirituality appeals to thousands to this day who are trying to find holiness in their ordinary lives. St Thérèse wrote many prayers and poems which people can read and pray today.  We shall be using some of them in our liturgy today.

CHILD A: Many people have answered God’s call and followed Him loving Him as deeply as St Thérèse did. Listen to this gospel reading.
Gospel Reading 








         John 1: 35-39

“On the following day John was standing there again with two of His disciples. As Jesus walked by, John looked at Him and said, “There is the Lamb of God”. On hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. He turned and saw them following, and he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They answered, “Rabbi (which means Master), where are you staying?”  Jesus said, “Come and See.” So they went and saw where He stayed and spent the rest of that day with Him.”

This is the gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

REFLECTION

CHILD B: Jesus does not demand the disciples to follow Him. He invites them with the words ‘Come and See’. If we accept His invitation our lives will be fuller, we will be happier and those feelings will shine for everyone to see.
PRAYER

CHILD C: God, our Father and Creator; through the intercession of St Thérèse we ask for insight and wisdom to see the signs of your love in the people and in the events of our lives. Help us to respond to your invitation to know you and love you more. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen

HYMN – SHINE JESUS SHINE/FOLLOW ME

CHILD D: St Thérèse had great compassion for people. She went out of her way to make people feel great about themselves. There are many holy men and women who have led very ordinary lives and are now saints. This means that we all could become a saint – if we follow Jesus and accept His invitation and share His love with everyone and make them feel happy.

Let’s pause in silence to think just how you might help someone today to “feel great about themselves”.

PRAYER: Help us to believe in your great love for each one of us so that we may live in truth and radiate your love in our lives.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
LEADER:  Many people will be going to the Cathedral in Portsmouth, to visit the relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux. Each visitor will have a person or a situation that they would like to pray for. They will be asking St Thérèse to pray for them. What would you like to ask St Thérèse for? Take a moment to think and then silently tell her.
FINAL PRAYERS

LEADER: Lord Jesus, through the life of St Thérèse, you have brought new hope to all who long to open their hearts to you. Teach us the secret of her “Little Way” and help us to realise that we can always talk with you and bring you our thanks, smiles and tears. Stay with us, Jesus, so that in the midst of our busy day, we may turn to you in loving trust. Transform each passing moment of time into a moment of prayer. Fill every troubled heart with the confident faith of St Thérèse. In joy and in sorrow, in every circumstance may our hearts rest in your peace.
Amen

St Thérèse, Little Flower, pray for us

St Thérèse, child of Jesus, pray for us

St Thérèse, sister of all, pray for us

May the Lord bless us and keep us safe. Go in peace to love Jesus and follow His ways.
Reflection: Footprints
SIGN OF THE CROSS

FINAL HYMN
